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from The Association of Child Development Specialists 

 

Presents 

 
 
 

On Sunday, October 21, 9:30-12:00 at Vista Del Mar, nationally 
distinguished Dual Language Acquisition expert Dr. Marlene Zepeda, 
Ph.D., will address pedagogical practices and competencies—embracing 
the benefits of a multicultural and multilingual community in which 
children thrive. Statistics show us that in California 60% of children ages 
0-8 speak a language at home other than English, and in the County of 
Los Angeles, more than 80 languages are spoken. Current crossroads 
emerge as the public starts to embrace dual language learning, 
reflecting extensive research and the simple fact that more than half 

of the world’s population speaks two or more languages!   
 

The Association of Child Development Specialists enthusiastically invites you to mark your calendars for this 
timely presentation on the Young Dual Language Learner by Dr. Marlene Zepeda—Professor Emeritus, Author, 
and Consultant—celebrated for her scholarship, research, and dedication. 
 

Full details, & requests for RSVPs, will be posted (www.acds-la.org) & circulated the 2nd week of October. 
 

Marlene Zepeda is a Professor Emeritus in the Department of Child and Family Studies at California State University, Los 
Angeles.  A former preschool and elementary school teacher, Dr. Zepeda’s scholarship focuses on dual language learning 
in Spanish speaking preschool children and child development in Latino infants and toddlers.  Dr. Zepeda has participated 
in a number of activities relevant to dual language learners. For the California State Department of Education, Dr. Zepeda 
led a group of national experts in the development of California’s Early Learning Foundations for English Language 
Development for 3 and 4 year olds, the first effort of its kind in the nation and contributed to a series of research papers 
and video material associated with California’s Best Practices for Dual Language Learners.  She has authored a number of 
publications focused on the development of dual language learners including a set of teacher competencies for Dual 
Language Learners and recently contributed a commissioned paper focused on workforce development for the National 
Academy of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine's report entitled, Promoting the Educational Success of Children and Youth 
Learning English: Promising Futures. More recently, she developed a Policy Roadmap for Young DLLs in California for the 
Heising-Simons Foundation and is a contributing writer to California's Infant-Toddler Guidelines (2nd Edition). Her current 
research focuses understanding pedagogical practice with preschool age Dual Language Learners. Dr. Zepeda is a member 
of the Campaign for Quality Early Education, a California advocacy group that lobbies on behalf of Dual Language Learners 
and currently is a member of Los Angeles', First Five Commission.  Marlene received her BA in Child Development from 
California State University, Los Angeles and her MA and Ph.D. degrees in Developmental Studies and Early Childhood 
Education from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

http://www.acds-la.org/

