
 
The Association of Child Development Specialists Presents 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMIC ROLES OF MEN IN THE 

LIVES OF YOUNG CHILDREN: THE POWER OF CONNECTION 

 

Annual 
Networking 
Brunch 
 

Date 
Sunday, April 23, 2017 

 
 

Time 
9:00 am – Brunch & Networking 

9:30 am – Welcome 

10:00 am – noon – Program 

 
 

Location 
American Jewish University 

Small Berg Hall 

15600 Mulholland Dr. 

Los Angeles 90077 

 
 

Fee 
$40 per person* 

payment required in advance 

 
 

RSVP 
Please RSVP by 

Monday, April 17th 

by mailing a check, payable to 

“ACDS,” to: ACDS, 19020 

Miranda, Tarzana, CA 91356. 

Please include your name & 

professional title as you wish for it 

to appear on your name badge. 

 

You may also pay the fee via 

PayPal by Monday, April 17th.  

Please visit our website for 

payment instructions: 

www.acds-la.org.  

 
*A limited number of partial 

scholarships are available for this 

event.  Please contact Pepper at 

(818) 996-6785 for more 

information. 

  

Guest Speakers: 
 

Tom Brauner, PhD 
 

Howie Reinstein, MD 
 

Mike Sherman, Psy.D 
 

Moderated by Karen Dudley, MFT 

 

How do we understand the roles of men — be they older, younger, gay, 

transgender, traditional or modern — in the lives of young children? How can 

they become the support that children need? How do men meet the 

needs of children in ongoing, nurturing relationships and in times of stress 

or trauma? Join us as we explore current-day roles and what these roles 

mean in the lives of young children, their families and in society as a whole.  

 

Secure, supportive relationships have been shown to foster the 

development of resilience in young children. Much appropriate attention has 

been given to mothers and “mothering.” At this meeting, a panel of three 

men will explore roles men may play, from interrelated perspectives in the 

fields of medicine, psychology and social work. 

 

 

Every child deserves…an adult who will never give up on them, who 

understands the power of connection and insists that they become the best 

that they can possibly be.”      - Rita F. Pierson 

http://www.acds-la.org/


 
 TOM BRAUNER, PHD 

 

Dr. Tom Brauner received his Masters in Social Welfare from UCLA in 1992 and his Doctorate in Social Work 

from Smith College in 2003. 

 

Dr. Brauner became involved with young children with developmental disabilities and their families during a 

Doctoral fellowship at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.  He worked as a family therapist at the Cheerful Helpers 

Child and Family Studies Center for more than a decade and continues to consult with and provide supervision 

to that program.  He has a specific interest in the importance of fathers in family life. 

 

Dr. Brauner has been a Field Instructor for both the UCLA and USC Schools of Social Work and has taught in the 

practice sequence in the UCLA School of Social Work. 

 

He maintains a private practice in Los Angeles where he works with children, couples, and adults with a specific 

emphasis on attachment-oriented treatment interventions.   

 
 
 

HOWIE REINSTEIN, MD 
 

Howard Reinstein, MD (“Dr. Howie”) has been a practicing pediatrician in the San Fernando Valley for 32 years. 

Howie was raised on the East Coast, completed his undergraduate studies in psychology at the University of 

Pennsylvania and his medical degree at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York. Dr. Reinstein did 

his pediatric internship and residency at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. He then worked at UCLA as a full-time 

faculty member, subsequently returning to Childrens Hospital and the USC Medical School faculty. Dr. Reinstein 

holds academic appointments at both UCLA and USC Medical Schools, and teaches medical students and 

residents in both his practice and at the medical center. 

 

Dr. Reinstein is past chair of the department of pediatrics at Providence-Tarzana Medical Center and serves as 

the medical director of the Wilshire Boulevard Temple camps. He is a media spokesperson for the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, a founding member of their Media Resource Team, and was public relations coordinator 

for the local chapter of the Academy. Dr. Reinstein is a past president of the Los Angeles Pediatric Society. He 

has received teaching awards from Childrens Hospital and UCLA, and has been voted Best Pediatrician by the 

readers of the Daily News. He was elected by peers into the Best Doctors in America and Superdoctors Southern 

California. 

 

 

 
  

MIKE SHERMAN, PSY.D 
 

Mike Sherman is a licensed clinical psychologist with the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health. He 

received his bachelor’s (psychology) and master’s (clinical psychology) degrees from California State University, 

Northridge and doctorate degree (clinical psychology) from the Graduate School of Education and Psychology at 

Pepperdine University.  For the bulk of his professional career, Dr. Sherman has worked extensively as a clinician, 

clinical supervisor, and training director within both county-contracted and directly operated programs focused 

on providing evaluation and treatment services to DCFS-involved infants, children, adolescents and their 

families.  Dr. Sherman is an Infant-Parent Mental Health Fellow through the Napa/UC-Davis IPMH fellowship 

program.  In addition to his work with Los Angeles County, Dr. Sherman is an associate professor in the Clinical 

Forensic Psychology doctoral program at the Chicago School of Professional Psychology, Los Angeles 

Campus.  His administrative and clinical work experiences have given Dr. Sherman opportunities for close 

collaboration with the Department of Children and Family Services and he currently holds an administrative 

position with the DMH Child Welfare Division, where he oversees the countywide Multidisciplinary Assessment 

Team (MAT) program, provides training to DMH-contracted providers and DMH staff, and works on projects that 

intersect the Birth-5 population and the Child Welfare System. 
 


