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June 24, 2020 

 

Dear ACDS Community, 

 

We are currently living in unprecedented times. In the face of the world pandemic, economic 

devastation because of it and the social inequities brought into sharper focus by the great despair 

from yet more undeserved deaths of people of color. 

 

We at ACDS-LA (Association of Child Development Specialists-Los Angeles) believe that every 

human being deserves to be safe and secure. We are an association of early childhood 

professionals whose focus is to facilitate the adaptive development of children. We believe that 

the foundation of a positive sense of self is to be respected and loved, to explore and learn in an 

environment that provides safety and opportunity. We collectively strive to assure that every 

child has the relationship-based support to make possible a sense of vigor, effectiveness and 

confidence throughout the growing years. 

 

 We denounce the culture of police brutality and racially motivated excessive force in this 

country, the culture of racial supremacy, hate-filled discriminatory ideology, violent actions that 

are still part of our historical legacy and culture, and which interfere with healthy development of 

so many of our children. We call upon our state and national leaders to take swift action to 

improve our institutions of law enforcement and justice, and to unequivocally condemn racial 

prejudice, bigotry and intolerance that continue to infect our culture as a nation. 

 

We will work as a professional community to listen, discuss, learn, practice and advocate for 

change in these important policy, cultural and quality of life issues. We will stand in solidarity 

with those who work for change. We look in hope to the establishment of true and lasting social 

justice in our country and on our planet. 

 

 

The Executive Committee of ACDS-LA 
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